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Postscript

David Scott

This Handbook was shaped during 2010, and presents something of a snapshot of how voices
from inside and outside India perceive India’s presence in the international system. In retrospect,
what is noticeable is the way in which economy-energy drivers, the stuff of the Manmohan
Doctrine, crop up across the Handbook. What is also noticeable is the way in which China crops
up not just in the specific chapter on the India-China bilateral relationship, but also in most of
the chapters dealing with India’s immediate neighbourhood, extended neighbourhood, relations
amongst global powers, and on global issues.

Meanwhile, two voices can be put forward in terms of India looking forward. One voice is
that ‘India has entered the 21st Century with greater self-confidence, vastly enhanced capacity
for achievement, and soaring expectations [...] remarkable progress [...] Our vision is to make
the 21st Century India’s Century [...] multipolar world order, with India as one of the poles’.!
A second voice is that ‘I said the emergence of India as a major global power is an idea whose
time has come’, in which ‘I can assure you that tomorrow we will do you proud by the record
of our performance in economic and social reconstruction of our country. I am convinced as I
said a moment ago, that the 21st Century will be an Indian Century. The world will once again
look at us with regard and respect’.? The first voice was the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) Vision
Statement of 2004, while the second voice was the Prime Minister Manmohan Singh who won
the elections of 2004. Despite the divisive domestic politics and despite their criticisms of each
other, there was a common feeling between these political leaders that India is rising and will
continue to rise. This simple structural fact is why this Handbook was created, to serve as a
window onto that increasingly important factor in world affairs, India. Manmohan Singh’s
words of India being looked at with regard and respect are true enough; it is a matter of
‘interest and significance’ as well. India’s rise and impact is set to be a big structurally-generated
story for the 21st century.
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